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Consistency Certification No. CC-5-79 
( Chevron USA) 

3 Month Period .Ehds: Nov. 9, 1979 

6 Month Period .Ehds: Feb. 9, 1980 

APPLICANT FDR FEDERAL PERMITS: Chevron USA, Inc. 

FEDERAL PERMITS FDR WHICH COMMxSSION 
CONCURRENCE WITH APPLICANT'S 
CONSISTENCY CERTIFICATION IS RERUIRED: U.S. Geological Survey Explora~ory Well 

Drilling Permits; OCS Exploration Plan 

FEDER.AL PERMIT ACTIVITY LOCATION: In the Santa Barbara Channel on OCS Parcel 
215 located within the Channel approximately 
8 miles from the city of Ventura and 6 miles 
west of the Montalvo coast (see Exhibits 1 & 2) 

FEDERAL PERMIT ACTIVITY DESCRIPTION: Drilling one well on one of two locations, 
P-0215-3 or P-0215-4, to explore for oil 
and gas from an anchored drillship, the 
Glomar Grand Isle (Exhibit 3) 

PUBLIC HEARING AND VOTE: Public hearing scheduled for the Commission's 
meeting in Los Angeles, September 18-19, 
with possible vote at October 2-3 meeting in 
San Francisco 

SUBSTANTIVE FILE IDCUMENTS: 

CALIFORNIA COASTAL COMMISSION 
631 Howard Street, San Francisco 94105 - (415) 543-8555 

CONSISTENCY CERTIFICATION SUMMARY 

1. Chevron .Ehvironmental Report (Exploration) for proposed exploratory 
wells P-0215-3 and P-0215-4 

2. Chevron Exploration Plan for Santa Clara Unit Well P-0215-3 

Staff Note: Consistency 

Under regulations which implement the Federal Coastal Zone Management Act, the United 
States Geological Survey, the .Ehvirorunental Protection Agency, and the Corps of 
.Ehgineers cannot grant a permit for any activity described in an Outer Continental 
Shelf (OCS) Plan of Exploration until the Coastal Commission concurs with a certifi­
cation by the oil company applicant that the activity is consistent with the California 
Coastal Mari.agement Program ( CMP). The consistency provisions of the Coastal Zone Manage­
ment Act went into effect for California on August 31, 1978, and the first Co~mission 
action implementing those provisions was the October 17, 1978 concurrence with the 
Chevron consistency certification for exploratory wells No. P-0306-1 and P-0309-1 i..ri. 
the Gulf of Santa Catalina. 
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1. Project Description. The proposed project is the drilling of one exploratory 
well in the Santa Barbara Channel from the drill ship Glomar Grand Isle · (Exhibit 3) on 
one of two locations within lease block P-0215 (P-0215-3 or P-0215-4; Exhibits 1 & 2). 
Chevron plans to make the decision regarding which of the two locations to drill after 
they obtain the results from well nwnber P-0215-2 which is presently drilling. If 
well P-0215-3 is used it will be drilled in 121 feet of water to a total depth of 85GO 
ft. beneath the ocean floor. If well P-0215-4 is used it will be drilled in 90 feet 
of water to a total depth of 10,000 feet beneath the ocean floor. The total operation, 
including evaluation and abandonment procedures could last approximately . 90 days. Both 
locations are outside the Santa Barbara Vessel Traffic Separation Scheme. 

2. Applicant's Consistency Certification and Findings. Chevron states that "The 
proposed activities described in detail in this OCS exploration plan do not s ignifi­
cantly affect the coastal zone of the State of California. The proposed activities 
comply with the State of California's Coastal Management Program and will be conducted 
in a manner consistent with such program." Chevron states that the impact of drilli..."1g 
one exploratory well is "negligible in magnitude and temporary in nature." 

Chevron further finds that their Oil Spill and Emergency Contingency Plan prot ects 
against the spillage of crude oil, gas,petroleum products, and hazardous substances 
and provides effective containment and cleanup facilities and procedures for any 
accidental spills which may occur. Chevron states that the Contingency Plan complies 
with U.S. Geological Survey Pacific Region OCS Order No. 7 regulat LDg oil spill equip­
ment and procedures for OCS operations. Chevron questions whether Section 30233 of the 
Coastal Act, cited in Chapter 3 of the CMP, addressing the spillage of crude oil, gas, 
petroleum products and hazardous substances, is applicable to exploratory well drilling, 
which Chevron contends does not have a significant effect on the coastal zone. 

3. Issues Raised in State Agencies' Review of Consistency Certification. As a 
routine procedure, staff circulates a proposed OCS Plan to several State agencies for 
technical review and comment. These comments are incorporated in the staff ' s recommenda­
tion to the Commission on the consistency certification of the OCS Plan. Staff received 
comments from the Department of Fish and Game and the State Lands Commission on this 
Plan of Exploration which raise several issues not addressed by Chevron in t heir Consis­
tency Certification and Plan of Exploration. These issues should be resolved before a 
concurrence can be given to t he Consistency Certification. 

First, Section 30232 of the Coastal Act r equires that adequate measures be taken 
to protect against the spillage of crude oil. There i s no mention in Chevron's pro­
posed Oil Spill.Cont:L."1gency Plan that a boat to deploy the containment boom carried 
on the drill ship would be continuously available, or at least within 15 m:L."1utes of 
the drill site. This has been a r equirement of the Coastal Commission in previous 
consistency actions on Plans of Exploration. 

Second, detailed information is lacking on anticipated mud weights , casings 
cementing, pore pressures , and frB.cture gradients all needed t o evaluate specific 
hazards exnected to be encountered at this oarticUlar site. The ilJ.Yironmental Reoort 
of the U . S ~ Geological Survey on this POE states that abnormal pressures and loss- of 
circulation have occurred at this location . 

Third , the proposed location for Well No. 4 is with:L.'"l 3 miles of the State ' s 
tideland boundary and contains a geologic structure that could extend onto State 
l3I1ds. The OCS Lc.nds Act Amendments, in Section 26(d)(2), provides :or the inspection 
by a State ' s designated recipient for proprietary data of the pertinent technical 
:L.'1.formation "regarding any activity adjacent to such State ". Sxploratory drilling 
at this location is such &'l activity. The State Lands Commission , as the official 
State recipient for confidential information, requests that these data be forwarded to 
them, because the Lnformation provided :L.'l the Consistency Certification and Plan of 
EA"Ploration is inadequate to determine the possibility of drainage of State lands. 
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