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(Union 9~1 Company) 
.. · ' -- ·-·- ... .-: ~- __ .. . ~- 3 Month ·Period Ends: March 26, --1980 
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-'6 Month Period Ends: June 26, 1980 

APPLICANT FOR 
FEDERAL PERMITS : Union Oil C:ompany 

FEDERAL PERMITS FOR WHICH U.S. Geological Survey Plan of Development 
COMMISSION CONCURRENCE 
WITH APPLICANT'S CONSIS'ENCY U.S. Geological Survey Pipeline Right-cf
CERTIFICATION IS REQUIRED: Way 

U_.s. Arrrry Corps of Engineers Platform Loca
tion Permit 

U.S. Arrrry Corps of Engineers Pipeline Plan 
Approval 

Environmental Protection Agency National 
Pollut~ Discharge Elimination System Permit 

FEDERAL PERMIT Installation of production platform on OCS 
ACTIVITY DESCRIPTION: P-0216 in the Santa Clara Unit ~ miles west 

of Oxnard, to produce oil and gas (Exhibit 1) 

PUBLIC HEARING AND VOTE: · Public hearing and Commission action at the 
_June 17 - 17 meeting in Los Angeles 

· . :. ·· 

SUBSTANTIVE FILE DOCUMENTS: 

1. Plan of Development 

2. Environmental Report (Development and Production) for the Santa Clara Unit Gilda 
Platform and Onshore Facility. -

3. Supplement to Environmental Report 

4. Consistency Certification, Findings and Assessments 

5. Permit Application to the U.S. Geological Survey, U.S. Arrrry Corps of 
Engineers, and Environmental Protection Agency. 

6. Letter of Consistency- from Ventura County Air Pollution Control District 

SUMMARY AND RECOMMENDATION . 7~::_::·. ;~:: j. ... : -: ·~ . -~ .:... -~-... , .: .. 

· -~·:- · ~ - -·:: - -.:J.; : ~~! ~ .:~ · ~i;-1 _ : _:_. ~1:~~-~~~.~L: ... ~ .; ·· : .: - . ..... . . !. · .. 

Union Oil Company _ propo~~~~- -~o :r~~~~l-~_ ~-·90:?~0~ _platfor:m on _t_he_:· Outer .·continental 
- . Shelf (0CS)10 miles west of' Oxnard "(Exhibit ·:r). - "Union is al.So ·proposing to run 
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two pipelines ·from . the . platform to an ,.onsh_ore proce~~i~g . fac_i;Lity it would 
- ":" -~c.onstruct at ·Mandala'y --Dulles :on ~thit "south' ~'ide·' :of .Southern Cai:i.f:or"i1ia~ . Edison Is 

generating plant. Expected peak production- from ·the field o.n OCS P-0216 is 
18-20,000 barrels of oil per day (BOD). ·;:_The . onshore processing facility will 
have the capability ,9f ._processin-g ')6,000 ~BOD, sized to include about 6,000 BOD 
of prodllction from _trniori' s . le~se_ Jh the Hueneme .. Field and possible production 
from Shell's ·-State .. lease an·:the· Montalvo field, adjacent to the Hueneme field 

.bi't · 1·· ) -.' ·'·. ._., .. _ - .· ~ . ;.,.:! .. • ·;-;; (Exhl. ;: .. ··._: #_ .: _._ 
.,.. .. .... ;~ ·:f-' ~ -

.. ·.· Union has applied for sey~ral .federal peroiits for installation and. ·ope;~tion of 
the .offshore platform~ " ~-' Each o~f ·these permit activities requires .:consistency 

. concurrence of the Coastal Commission. The portions of the project in the coastal 
zone, a segment of the offshore pipeline and the proposed onshore processing 
facility, do not require federal permits and therefore are not subject to con
sistency review by the. Commission • . Since these portions of the project would be 
located in the coastal zone, a coastal permit and review by the South Central 
Regional Commission will be re~ui~ed. 

Staff :r·ecommends that the Commission concur with the finding by Union that those 
activities requiring federal .permits in this project, the installation and opera
tion of the offshore platform, and installation of the portion of the pipeline on 
the OCS, are consistent with California's Coastal Management Program. Staff further 
recommends no action be taken on the part of the pr.eject subject to subsequent 
Regional Commission permit re,riew. 

STAFF NOTE - CONSISTENCY 

Regulations issued pursuant to the federal Coastal Zone Management Act require that 
the Coastal Commission review an OCS Plan of Development (POD) for consistency with 
the state's Coastal Management Program. Review includes "all Federal license and 
permit activities described in detail in ocs plans and which affect the ' coastal 
zone", such as platform placement, drilling operations, pipeline installation, and 
construction of facilities associated with the POD such as a pr.oce.ssing facility in 
the coastal zone. 

Where associated facilities do not require federal permits, but are subject to permit 
review by the Regional Coastal Commission, such as the onshore processing facility 
proposed by Union in this POD, the applicant must submit its permit application to 
the Regional Commission at the same time that it submits its Plan of Develop~ent 
to the U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) and Coastal .Commission. Action taken by the 
Coastal Commission in consistency review should not bind the Regional Commission's 
later action on the ·perml.t for development ·in the coastal zone. 

The Union POD -f~r the Santa Clara -Unit is the second POD to come before the Commission 
for consistency review. Information u.Sed in this consistency recommendation was 
derived from data submitted to both the U.S. Geological Survey and to staff in 
response to specific questions and concerns raised by staff. A Draft Environmental 
Impact Report has just been issued analyzing the two Union platforms, in the Santa 
Clara Unit and Hueneme field, and the proposed onshore facility. The Regional 
Commission will not r~view the permit application until this EIR is final and certified 

' by the City of Oxn~_d. Th~ c;mmission 'conclir"red Novemb~-r _?, · _1979 in Union's Con
sistency"Certificatfon ··for its Plan of Development for the· Hue·neme field on OCS 
P-0202 (CC-6-79)$ 
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-. OCS Facilities • . Union is proposing to install ~- .a 90 slot _offshore oil platform 
·in . 210 cf eet of water . on ... OCS ~Parcel .021.6 ~ . (Exhfti {t s 1 .. and ·2) in ·.the- Santa Clara . : .. 
_ uni~ :~:)~is is the--s~_con.q ·p1a}fo_~~ \?: -~-~-;: -_-V_zi":ft~acijac eri\ } o };~-~ ~er:on' s -Platfo:ryi_ 
:Grace _on OCS P- 0217 . Peak production from this field is expected to be about 

. ~ 20,090 "t?arrels of oil .per· day (BOP) ! .. VJ.timate .. recovery .over an .18 year period ... -· 
~ rs proJected at 43 millio"n .barreis - ~of .. oi i -and :40 .. :~b-ill'i°o"n _cubl.c .:·feet 'of ga.S" • . - - -_ 
-The crude . produ ~ ed - from .. thi·s :fi ei"d -1.iili' vecy .. froni · :12~ t~ .: 24°,. API '(fairly visc6lis). 
Union's _ ~OD _ includes transpor t :Lng .th·e -crude _.oil and -ga:s .. f r oni -'the platform site to 

. ~ onshore processing facility via two 9. 9 mile pipelines, a 12. 7511 lirie for oil 
and a 16.7511 line for ·gas. A third pipeline also wollld be installed to carry 
separated water back to the platform from the processing facil i ty. No dredging 
would .be required to lay the pipelines. Because Union is proposing to run a 
power cable from the onshore metering station to "the -platform, no generators 
would be _needed on the platform itself for · p~wer supply, thus substantially re-
ducing air pollutant em.iss.ions. _ · 

The 218 foot high offshore platform would be located approximately 10 miles west 
of Oxnard. Union has agreed (Exhi bit 3) to provide 1500 feet of open ocean boom, 
an ocean skimmer, and 15 bales of sorbent material on the platform. Also, Union 
has agreed to retain 10 slots on the -platform for possible use by Chevron USA i n 
devel opi ng its lease on the adjacent OCS P- 0215. 

Coastal Zone Facilities. Facilities within the coastal zone that Union is proposing 
to construct include three pipelines from the platform (see above) and an onshore 
processing facility capable of processing .36,000 BOD which could be expanded to 
80, 000 BOD within the 1.8 acre site. ·:.The· proposed o"riShore __ facility would be 
adjacent to Southern California ·Edison-, s power plant at Mandalay Dunes near the 
City of Oxnard (Exhibit 4). The site is on the south side of the power plant and 
on the corner of a parcel of land the County of Ventura ·is planning to develop as 
a park with the aid of Union. The processing facility would contain two 3000 barrel 
oil storage tanks and would be near existing oil and gas transmission lines to gas 
distribution points and oil refineries in the Los Angeles area. 

·· .. : · 
Union has sized the processing facility to handle not only the 18-20,000 BOD from the 
Santa Clara Unit, but also expected ·production of 6,000 BOD from the Hueneme field 
(Exhibit 1), 12 miles to the southeast. Production from the state lease owned by 
Shell, PRC 3314 (Exhibit 1), could also be accommodated in the processing facility. 

Environmental Impact Report Process.. The City of Oxnard is preparing an EIR on the 
proposed onshore processing facility at Mandal?Y Dunes and on Union's two proposed 
Plans of .Development for Platforms Gina and Gilda. The Draft EIR has ·just been 
published. The City of Oxnard decided part way through the EIR on Union's Plan of 
Development for Platform Gina in the Hueneme Field to enlarge the scope of the assess
ment to ir.clude Platform Gilda as well. 

Despite numerous recommendations from staff, the Draft EIR includes only a cursory 
analysis of the two oil processing alternatives. These alternatives are (1) the 

- r · .. · .. .. 

·-. 

·- .--: · 



.· .. t~· ··-

--4 
.·~ z 

use of Mobil's existing processing faci~ity at Rincon to _ process .crude . o,il from . 
Gina and Gilda; .· and (2) consolidation of facilities associatecf .w:ltri:.Chevron's ·: 
Platform Grace on the leru,e ·adjacent to . Gilda. Platform Grace -~includes new oil and gas 
-pi'pel±:nes -:· fo Platform· .Hope ~.o conne.c'f ··wi t _h .· e~isting (lines-_ fo ··the Carpinte~ia ~::. 
proc.essing ··facil:Cty •·· These ... new--:iin'."es"··.wer_e· sized f'9r-prod.tic'tJ:on ··from the ~.Santa · __ 
c1a:r~ =-unit .~ · · rric~iuding ·un{O'il''s':_ie.Me ;p-n: de~ · :Parcei 0216 ._wriere"'Gi:1.:i.a. j .5 :Pro~osid~ · 
, ~ ... 7 '.I ~; -~ ·.r _::; ='_:r ~'5:;· - · ·:;· : :~~·.:::~~~,3~~: .~~ -~:: :·~. : ·";~~· ~~:~~.~ ,;~~?::\. :::::-: - -~ - --~ ~-:: ~-~. :.·;_· .,. : ; \~ · ~ ._.,::· ~ -

·The .Draft EIR dismisse·s ·these .alternatives because ·af ·Unio:q.'.s 'objection.S ·to them. 
This crea'tes ' a "s 'erious- 'de.:fidency'- 'in·:-;.fhe ·Draft 'EtR 'th.af:shouTd .. be c·orrected if · ... 
the :.doc'iirilent. ··"fs' to: 'be - ~oiisid~:fed .:acieC{uafe " urid.e~-. - CEQA 'i.::::::: ._~i:'~! ·~ ·;·:; ::;..':>"!'; q_:;;.,r.r7 ·: · . -.:-

. :--~ .. 't .: ·; : ·:.~: ·~,~ <"~:~_,~$·=·:· ·:::·~~-_:~~~~~-~~~ -~:;~~ .. ~~~J;::~~.·:;:~·-.~~~~~ ~~:~: ~:~'.'.S~~::<~f~~ ~-~<t:~~-'.:.:~ ::: ·-· :, 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION. ·staff '"recommends ·the Commission ad~p~_-_t!ie following ·res- · ~ 
elution: .. :·-- --.... ~: -. :.:. -· .. ·:.;-.: ::: :. :---· - -·· ·- · ~ 

. -· .. . . . ..,.. . -.. ;__~ . 

I. Concurrence •. The ·commission concurs in the corisisten-cy of. that portion of 
Union's POD concerni.ng the offshore platform and the act_ivities associated With 
the U.S. Army .. Corps of Engineers . and U.S. Geological Survey. The .Commission 
finds th8t activities conducted under the Environmental Protection Agency's NPDES 
permit in this p::..·cject will have no effect on the coastal zone and therefore do 
not require consistency review. 

II. Findings and Declarations: The Commission finds and declares as follows: 

A. Industrial Development Section 30260 of the Coastal Act provides in part 
that: 

Coastal-dependent industrial facilities shall be encouraged to 
locate or expand within existing sites and shall be permitted 
reasonable long:.. term .. groWth where "consistent . with this di vis.ion ••• 

•• • - ~ . ·::.. t.- _ . -. ZS:. . ..... 

In additJ.on, Secfion 30262- - p~ovides-. ;·· . ·~: · : :._~ 
~ . .. .. - . . --.. .... ~, ,,, . .. . .... _ . 

Oil and gas development. shall -be. permitted in accordance with Section 
30260, if the following c-onditions ar·e met: 

. : ~ .. -· · · 

••• (b) New or expanded facilities related to such development are 
consolidated, to the maximum extent feasible and legally permissible, 
unless consolidation will have adverse environmental consequences and 
will not significantly reduce the number of produ.cing wells, support 
facilities, or sites required to produce the reservoir economically 
and with minimal environmen.tal impacts ••• . . -. , .. ,,... ·. . :- . .. . --·-- -~-· - ~ ..... -....... -.... -.. -.. ..... .: -;:. 

Union's Platf'o'rm • . Platform_'!:Hlda would be. the second pla'tform in the Santa Clara 
Unit, adjacent t o Chevr.on' s Platform Grace 'on OCS Parcel _9217 : ·: ·chevron also · 
leases a tract on the other .. side of Union·, on OCS P-0215, explored but not yet 
developed (Exhibits 1, 2 ) •· Gilda would contain slots for 90 wells, ·10 of which 
will be available for use by Chevron in developing its lease on OCS P-0215. 
These 10 slots could eliminate the need for a platform on OCS P-0215. The 
Commission finds that Union ' s provision of · 10 slots in its platform for Chevron 
meets the consolidation policy of 30262( b) because it could eliminate a platform 
on OCS P-0215. Therefore it is consistent with the policies stated in Sections 
30260 and 30262. -

., 

·· .. '~;:~f::"~~~22i:h;~;~~i~'.~-X-· ~ . . .-~! • 

.... ~ .. :; >. ~-:~;: ~· ~:;~~;~~j ~-> :_/ 

http:Chevr.on
http:additJ.on
http:concerni.ng
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http:un{O'il''s':_ie.Me
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Alternatives·; ·· _Union 'plans to buil<i:.-.a : .~~w· proc. !'l~:sing }~~-f!: ~~Y _,t_o . .J>i:?c_~_ss:_~h~ :· _. __ _ 
oil and_ gas· from ~in_a ~~rid Gilda ~d _in8t~ll ·:pipe;r.)n~s, }r

0
6!11 "th~_ ,:_t_v;? ~)'lat_f;:i:r,p_s ~ . __ :·. 

to the '_~c)r:sho~e pr.oce.:sslng'_ plant .~ _(E,:iiliibi t 1 , _L:-~U ... ni_?:n---co):lld _ j;s~. :e~~s~ .i~~- e~ce_s-s : ~ 
processing capacity _-available_ at Mobil •.:s Rincon f_?. C:ili ty 'and ·thereby .aavoid · ~ ·· - -
construct ing . a . ne1,:/':'c'oas't8.l . fac .. ili ty ;"~/union -'co'til~- ~ai§1o:~ us"e ~t'i1e't-h~ew ~o frslic ,-r e' . ' ;,.:., -: . 

~- · -...: . •• ,. ·. · ··- . • • · ' ' - • 11 .. ... ':1 . ... i ... _ ..... .. ,'tt'- .. -, • • , ... ,,;.o--Qt,. ,. _ ,, . .. .... . .. _ ,,. . . - -

pipel~_~e · -l~~~ :Gra_c~"}o' ,,ccirpin,~eria,~:vi~ . Pl,atfo,r~· H~pe -;- .wf1~_7_h, ;~.s ~siz~d- ·t:o_"h_8:_ndle >--· 
all production from the Santa _Clara Unit_. _Platform Grace ts on the "lease . - - · · · ·: 
ad 'acent t ci -Gilda "7-les·s thanJ -mile~ ·awa · . : '"' ·:- - ~"'-~-c,-~Sf.<. ~ : ~~.; : .:o .-:s::;:_: ~ c . ~ : ---~ . -

~_, ..... _ .- ~ -~ -, -:... . '.~~:!-~-::;--: ·~?· --· : -:.::....:-_··· ~ -~ ·?-:; ~ ·: · '. :.~ -::: .::~ _,; _;:~~~-2. :~:::?~:J-~~~-~~ s :.n .: : ~ , ':-_: -.;·~1:. 
Neither of the above ·alternatives have been seri ously considered by Union or the 
City of Oxnard in . it~ Em • .. Both the e~on:omic and -t e chn.i c-a'i 'fe'as _i .bili .ty -~of ''these 
alternatives should be fully analyzed i n the Final Em t 'o 'enable ·the Coastal . 
Commi ssion to have sufr'icient information- available fo~- its per 'mit' r evie·w -on the 
proposed onshore processing facility. ...:. : · .: ~: ~ ·' ·:,::· · "." · -:--:: c,-. - · :. · · 

B. Protection Against Spillage of Crude Oil. . Regardl.es~j:i ~:f - ~_he· precautions taken 
against well blowouts and r esulting spil ls of crude oil -in the open· ocean, there 
is always a risk of this _occurring at a drill site. Suen _a .. spill may reach the 
coast of California and damage marine life, scenic areas, and recreational uses 
of the coast. Because of this risk, the proposed drilling operations must be 
consistent with Section ·30232 of the Coastal Act, incorporated in Chapter 3 of 
the Coastal Management Program, which ptates: \~ -

.- ;_. 

_Protection against the _spillage of c:rude oil, gas, petroleum products 
or hazardou5 substances shall~be provided in relation to . any ·develop
ment _or transportation _of such materials . Effectiye containment and 
cleanup facilities and 'procedures shall be _proyided for acdqental 
spills that do .occur. · - .... _ .i ·· ,., ~·--- · · ._. · · -· . " · · 

The history ·of offshore exJ?loration shows that _a~n-- oil :spill _bl~w_out during oil 
and gas exploration ~ is. a low probability event. · _ UniO:n has included the oil 
spill measures which _the Coastal Commissfon has found-· to be adequate in previous 
Plans of Exploration and Development Consistency determiuations for U.S. 
Geological Survey Permits_to Drill. .These measures include additional onsite oil 
spill containment and cleanup -·equipment, access to oil :spill contractors or cooper
a'!ives for large spills, Uniori' s o_il spill contingency plan, ·and ·the added protection 
provided by the State and Federal oil spill contingency plans. 

The Commission has developed specific standards for onsite oil spill equipment in 
previous consistency determinations for Plans of Exploration and Development in 
the Outer Continental Shelf. These standards are the -product of consultation 
with the Department of Fish and Game, oil spill research organizations, and oil 
spill contractors with direct experience in the field of oil spill containment and 
cleanup. The following list includes the onsite equipment th~t the Commission has 
established as a minimum. This equipment exceeds the equipment previously approved 
by the U.S. Geological Survey for exploratory drilling and development plans: 

1) 1500 feet of open ocean oil spill containment boom; 
2) an . ()il skimmi?-g p r reco _v~ry _de".ice ~apable of_ ~pen ... . 

• ' • _. - _.:;• . ... ~ • ,; ...... - ... • · - ,.> ...... _ . :.,. ~ , _.,. _ • • ._. • • - .;._. , ... • • • ~:; •r ~ e' - ,_ ,t ; ~ • ·. - •• ':,. • : . 

~q"e.~n ~~;_; ... :#'\. .. ~ ·~ ·~~ ..., .......... • ~ ::.""~;· ~ !.:· ~~ -~.4- ..\ :;:' · -tl~~ ... ' . . .,.~ .... "r•· .. . -.;. ~ -~~ · ~1.v · · ·-.- ....... 

3) oil sorberit "mate-rial ·capable o'f' 'containing 15· ·barre1s·'of oil; 
-::.(..::.· ..... -.. ~~.·~ 4J.!\' · - ·- -· -i:· , .... - . .. :1-1·v · ··_. -..-1:> _-., ·• ": .r 

a boat capable of deployTng this ·equipment "onsite '"or ·within 15 
minutes of the drillsite. 

. : 

http:i.bili.ty
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The equipmen_t ,::;pecified by .U:nion } ?-.. ~he_ )?~-~ ~()f Developm:;it ,,ca.nnot _ass.ur,_e, ~~·: .:~; ,.. ,. , 
.-.,.., protec-tion, o-f ·'marine ·r ·esources ·under Section ·30230 nor can ·it prove · effective '·'.:..: ~' . 
. ::-: contai~~nt. 'add clea~u'p · ks . ~reci_uired by "se'ctTon ~30232. Und'er ' adverse""weather'" .. : :. 
?~: ~_""l.ndi tio'n5 s_ucri; :~s~ high, "wi~.d arid~~waves' · o~,i .·spi~l :E7,quipme'n~ ... "is : :~of ~ ~~~e~~:i~!e:. · : _ .~ .. :-. 
,. .. in ·_containing :.oil ··spills •. t'Section 30260 _states .that oil and gas development -·- ·J ··-

. : .. .-may non'ethele'ss ·b·e• perm{ti:ed''!ev'en 'when not' "consi.steri.t' wi t'ri"'.:o·ther·~·coa's"tal ·r;.:c.r ~ar: : :: 
;,:·poli 

0 Ciesl if' ·:a.mo:ng ::either :·th~_ngs ' \:~dvers'e -:e.zi'.C,Zironmental. "e~:fiec.ts··~a.re ' mff[gate"d -: ~ ~: 
'"to the mill:imUm ~extent "feas;ible. - The state.:.a·f-the-art \fri o'ii spiil :c'ontr'oi ~[~ .•. ~-.·. 
::; technology is a ·factor •to consider in reach:i'ii.g' -a: ' feasibili t:;: "d.etermi'D.a'.fion ~~1~;;·: : c· 

-~: ·. .. .tl·:- : ~ :' ;4 ~- ;· ;-~'!) :. ~1:.:t~-:~,· ~ ~d- ·-. ~';;~-!.o lj 'i ;;~·~ :-~ ::. · ~.:.~ ·-~ .-~-- .· ·-'·~ · - . ~ · :: ., , ~ .. ~·~~ .:.~ .... ~:.; .~ _ -.:.:: ~: ..... ._ #o - --~ --r:·.- -: ;.,.. :~ ·.: .... ~ . . ~ .& . -'f. -,.-: -e ..; -~ ;. . 

. The ·commission '.finds'· ;that' "~t_he -:-o.ir :spill -co'ntainment :and cleanup ·equipment as· · - · ., 
~ .. , . . . _, ,.... .-_; . - ·- .. " . . ·' .. ' ' .... -

provided Jn ·un"i'O'n·' s "Plan .crf Development __ and this consistency determination . . 
- provides' 'maximum feasible 'mitigation at this t:Lme 'and therefore ·cci'ricurs with ' 
Union's consistency "certific.ation • 

. Concurrence by the Commission, however, is not an indication of satisfaction 
with the degree of protection ·afforded coastal reso.urces by the ·oil spill -· 
c~ntainment and . cleanup .equipment referenced in Union's Plan of rDevelopment. 
Therefore, ~:~~ Commission· plans to conduct studies ·of existing oil spill 
equipment and cleanup capabilities along the California coast. Such studies 
may indicate the need to upgrade and increase standards for both onsite and 
onshore oil spill cleanup and containment capabilities. Such findings will 
be used in consistency determinations in the future. 

-
C. Navigation. ·section 30262 of the Coastal Act provides in _part: 

Oil and gas development shall be permitted in accordance with s·ecticin 
30260, if the following conditions are met: 

••• (d) Pla'tforms or . . islands will nc)t .be .. _sit~d where a _substantial 
hazard tci ves.sel traffic . might 'result from the facility . 
o·r related opel:'.ation.S; determin.ed. Tri :consul tat ion with · ·· 
the ~ :O:.ni t .e_d Sta.t.es C()~st Guar.d a:n~ ... ~he Army C9rps of Engineers ••• 
. .. -:. .. ' . -.. ' ¥.~ ......... . .. .. .;:.-;.... .. - .. . . . :· . . - ~ .. ·'": . • "!".,.. ~·- • • - • : ::: 

The Co~i~sioti ~ha"'~ ;:Jt~t,~d· :tk ~as''.e]?'oii-cy de~isi'~ns' a-nd c~n~istency -reviews that 
no platforms should be located in a Vessel Traffic Senaration Scheme or.within 
500 meters of the VTSS to mi~imize the risks of colli;i.on between the platform 
and vessel traffic. The proposed platform would be located approximately y/2 
miles from the VTSS in the Santa Barbara Channel, thus posing no significant 
hazard to navigation. (Exhibit 2) 

. ..... - ' , , __ . ':, 

The Commission th~re_f9re -fi~ds ~th~-t Union '_s ·proposal to_ :lnstall a platform and 
pipelines on OCS 'p-0216. :would be. consistent.with the policie_s · 9f ·the ·qoastal 
Management Program; · _ .:-·' · .. -

.... ·· - :",~;:':": ;. .... .. 

D. Air Quality Consistency. Section 30253 of the Coastal 'Act provides in part: 

New development shall: 

••• (3) Be consistent with requirements imposed by an air~pollution 
control .. district .or _the State Air Resources Contr.ol Board 
as to._ each Jpartfoular "de'velopment.. . . . . - '3 ~ "' ' . - - -
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The proposed platform will not contain any _ generators an·d will be ·supplied 
power cable running from shore. Emissfons from the platform, therefore, 

are expected to be negl±gible. The Ventura County Air Pollution Control District 
- - .. . . - .... , ,.L .";·.- - - ~ ..... ~·-· -~:0. -... '~d-- .. , t .... ;l"t- ~· -· · .. ..... _ ... , .. - . 

' -- has found this project consistent with their~ air .quali t y maintenance program · 
.. i i ( Exhibit 5) • The ·: Commission, '"tb.ere'f'ore .·finds this aspect of the Plan of Develop-. l """ . - • . .,, r . . 

· · ment ::consistent with California'·s Coastal Management -Program. 
· · _ .:.; ;· · -:~ ... - - ~ - -.... g = if ... ~ ~ -__ : : ~ :'fd: : 3 • -.. · .. , J ~

E ~ · National Pollutant··Discharge -EliminatioU: System Permit. (NPDES). During .
·development drilling of the 90 ;. \!ells _on:,}h?::s,_ platform over a .4-year period, - :~- .:~. ; 
treated sewage, treated wa.Ste water, drilling muds and drill cuttings will be _,_ ~ 
discharged fr.om the platform into surrounding ,.waters. Review of existing studi~s 
on the effects of .¥ill . n,;uds ._and cuttings -~m the environment, · ·including a recent 
study by the State Lands Commission, indicfat.es that these discharges have neither 
a significant beneficial nor significall.t ~eleterioU.s _ effect. The resulting ?<"' 
accumulation of muds and cuttings over _this period could cover up to 75 acres under 
the platform but with a very slow· rate of accretion. Some benthic' communities • 
located directly '.ll1der the -.platform will be -smothered but more mobile fauna can 
accommodate by recolonizing. The plumes from the discharges and traces of pollutants 
travel a maximum of 1000 meters in measurable quantities from the point of discharge. 
Because the platform will be located five miles from . the coastal zone's 3-mile 
limit, the Commission finds that these discharges will haYe no effect on the coastal 
zone. Therefore, no consistency review of this NPDES permit is necessary. 

F. Multinle Permit Review. Both the federal and Coas.tal Commission Consistency 
Review regulations encourage an applicant to submit simultaneously related applica
tions to other federal agencies for the same project. Union has submitted its 
Corps of Engineers permit for platform placement and pipeline ·installation, its 

. application to the U.S. Geological Survey for · a pipeline right-of-way, and application 
to the Environmental Protection Agency for an NPDES permit. For all of the reasons 
stated above, the Commission concurs in the consistency of the USGS and Corps permit 
activities as they relate to the proposed POD and makes no consistency review of the 
NPDES permit. 
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