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·subject: Chevron Platform Gail SulferOx Operations - Proposed 
Transport-to-Shore and Injection of SulferOx Process Hater 

Dear Mr. Dunaway: 

'"J 

Th1s letter is in reply to your October 5, 1993 letter. w1t~ attachments. to 
staff requesting c<>1111ents on Chevron's proposed mod1ftcat1on to its tofS­
approved SulferOx operat1ons at OCS Platform Gi.il.1 

As proposed, Chevron plans to transport approxtmately 100 gpd of SulferOx 
process water2 fro11 Platfor11 Gail. us.ing ex1stt ng crew and supply ioat runs. 
for disposal onshore at the Class II injection well uFletche~" 143 1n nortltern 
Sant& Barbara County. Transport and injection of the SulferOx f1utds would 
continue until Cl) the Environmental Protection Agency CEPA), Region g issues 
a National Pollutant Discharge Eli~ination System (NPDES) permit authoT1z1ng 
ocean discharge of the process water .11111 (2) the Coastal Coflln1ss1on concurs 1n 
a consistency certificat1on by Chevron pertaining to such d1scharge. 

Based on its review of the infor11atton subrn1tted, the staff belleYas that 
Chevron's proposal Cl) is consistent w1th the Platform Ga.11 DPP and the 
staff's related May 25, 1993 determ1nation [see footnote 11 and CZ> w111 thus 
not affect.the coastal zone for purposas or 15 CFR, Section 930.51Cb). 

On May 25, 1993, the staff determ1n1d that (1) no further conststenc1 
rev1ew of Chevron•s proposal to install the Su1fer0x unit was necessary 
pursuant to 15 CFR. Section 930.Sl(b) and (2) tht Conniss1on would need to 
rev,ew and concur with a certification by Chevron that Su1fer0x Untt 
d1scharges under an EPA-approv~ NPDES permit were consistent w1th the 
federally-approved CQ4P. Chevron•s or1a1nal proposal ca11ed for dtscharg1 
of SulferOx process v&ter to the ocaa~ under a revised Ftnal NPDES permit 
CNo. CA0110737) approved by the EPA. Region 9. The Collllisston•s 
cons,stency rev1ew of d1schargas pursuant to F1na1 IPDES Pen1it llo. 
CA0110737 for Gatl 1s pendtng. 

Z The SulferOx unit uses a chelated Iron solut1on to reduce H2S in ~tu~l 
gas to ale11&ntal sulfur and water. Ha~te~&ter results from sulfur c~ 

· r1ns1ng, clean-out of processing v1ssals, and periodic purg1nt of th1 
system to reniove conta11lnants. CEPA. fact Sheet for NPDES Permit llo. 
CA0110737, Platform ~11. p. 4.) 
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Spectfica1ly. the staff has determined that Cl) transport-to-shor. of the 
Sulf•rO~ fluids will not result 1n adv1rs1 111pacts to air quality. aar1n1 
wat~r qua11ty. 11ar1n1 r•sources. cD11111ercta1 fishing. or vessel tr~ff1c stnce 
tfle flu1ds w111 be transported durfng extst1ng crew and supply boat runs, and 
(Z) tll!pacts to land resources or related to 1ncreased motor vehicle traft1c 
during transport af the fluids to the injection site are 11p1ct1d to be 
1nsignif1cant. In addition. the State Dtviston of O\l and Gas CDOG> has 
approved injection of the SulferOx flutds tnto the ~fletcher• 143 injection 
well. (Letter from H111iUI Brannon, DOG. to M.P. Monroe. Chevron. Octobar 18, - ------- ---
1993~) The CO..hs1on staff has consulted .,,th the DOG and the Santa Barbara 
County Resource Management Department (SBCRMO) in re&ch1ng this staff 
detennin1.tion. (Pers. comm. with Al Koller. COG, October 18. 1993; lftd Vtd1 
Strong, SBCRJ40, October 15. 1993.) · 

I.f you have any questions, please call me at (415) 904-5249. 

Sincerely, 

cc: Mr. Eugene Bromley, EPA, Region 9 
Mr. A. Corne11us, Chevron USA 
Mr. 8111 Douros. SBCRMD 
Hr. Al Koller. DOG 
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