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Essential Environmental Functions 

Environmental protection 

 
•Lease stipulations - terms and conditions  

•National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) 

•Reviews of operator’s plans for impacts 

•Mitigations terms and conditions of plan approval 

 

Environmental research 

 
•Environmental Studies Program 

•In-house Monitoring & Research Studies 



Environmental Research  

The Environmental Studies Program 

Provides information 

needed to predict, assess, 

and manage impacts from 

offshore exploration, 

development , and 

production activities   

on human, marine, and 

coastal environments 



 

 Gulf of Mexico Region  

 Macondo 



ESP  Studies Complements NRDA Marine 

Mammal Efforts 

Seasonal NRDA Aerial Surveys BOEM 

Marine Mammal Surveys 



 

• The Gulf of Mexico Research Initiative (GOMRI) Research Board recently 
announced the release of a Request for Proposals (RFP) to select research 
activities involving Research Consortia.   

 

• The GOMRI is an independent scientific research program and is separate from 
the Natural Resources Damages Assessment process.   

 

• The objectives of the GOMRI are to investigate the impacts of the oil, dispersed 
oil, and dispersant on the ecosystems of the Gulf of Mexico and affected 
coastal States. 

 

• The ultimate goal of the GOMRI is to improve society’s ability to understand, 
respond to, and mitigate the impacts of petroleum pollution and related 
stressors of the marine and coastal ecosystems, with an emphasis on 
conditions found in the Gulf of Mexico. Knowledge accrued will be applied to 
restoration and to improvement of the long-term environmental health of the 
Gulf of Mexico. 
 

Gulf of Mexico Research 

Initiative 



Biological, Physical Science and  

Socioeconomic Research 

• Over 94 active studies  
worth $45,800,000  

 

• Over 350 completed studies 
worth $252,000,000 

 

• Information available on the 
BOEM website  

 
 http://www.boem.gov/Environmental-Stewardship/Environmental-

Studies/Environmental-Studies.aspx 



Past Collaborative Awards 

        Sperm Whale Seismic Study 
2004 DOI Cooperative Conservation Award 

 

 WWII Shipwrecks and the Artificial Reef Effect  
2006 DOI Cooperative Conservation Award 

2007 NOPP Excellence in Partnering Award 

 

 Investigations of Chemosynthetic Communities on the Lower  

Continental Slope of the Gulf of Mexico 
 NOAA OE Signature Expeditions, Expeditions to the Deep Slope 2006 &  2007 

2007 DOI Cooperative Conservation Award 

 

Flower Garden Banks Long-Term Monitoring  

2009 DOI Partners in Conservation Award 
   

        Battle of the Atlantic Expedition  
2009 DOI Partners in Conservation Award 

 

     History of the Offshore Oil & Gas Industry in Southern Louisiana  

2010 DOI Partners in Conservation Award 
 

 Archaeological Analysis of Submerged Sites on  

              the Gulf of Mexico Outer Continental Shelf 
2011 DOI Partners in Conservation Award 

 

 Ocean, Coastal and Great Lakes Activities Team 
2011 DOI Partners in Conservation Award 

    

http://www.noaa.gov/


Seafloor Monitoring and 

Dive Team 

 
● Supports Environmental 

Compliance Monitoring 

 

● Supports Environmental 
Studies Program 

 

● Supports Operational 
Activities 

 
Mardi Gras Wreck 

German Submarine U-166 

SS Josephine 

Environmental Research  

In-house Monitoring & Research Studies 

SS Josephine 



Biological Sciences 

 

• Platform Removals 

• Rigs to Reef 

• Deepwater Corals 

• Protected Habitats 

• Endangered Species 

 



Platform Removal and Rigs to Reef 



 Chemosynthetic Communities and  

 Corals in Deepwater of the Gulf 



Flower Garden Banks 



Acoustics and Sperm Whales 



Physical Science Research 

• Physical 

Oceanography 

• Oil Spill 

• Water Quality 

• Air Quality 



Physical Oceanography 



Air Quality: Gulfwide Emissions Inventory 

NOx Emissions in 2008 



 Air Quality Modeling 

 



Socioeconomic Sciences 

 Typical OCS socioeconomic 
study topics: 

 

• Migration patterns 

• Environmental justice 

• Individuals and families 

• Capitol investment 

• Crime 

• Crude Oil Price Movements 

• Ports 

• Employment 

• Infrastructure 

• Economic Change 

 

 

 



 Archeological Research 

U-166 

Anona  

Gulf Penn 

Viosca Knoll Wreck 



Environmental Studies Program                    

  Posters 



 Environmental Studies Program  

         Scientific Publications 



 Opportunities: Past and Future 

Subcommittee on  

Ocean Science and Technology 

Interagency Working Group on 

 Ocean Partnerships 

 

 
Coastal Marine Institute 

http://www.noaa.gov/

