














By working together and trusting one another,
the partners are in a better position to validate
interpretations and review the plausibility
and credibility of emerging patterns in data.
Local experts have helped us improve data
analyses and interpretations by identifying
alternative explanations not readily apparent
to scientists. Moreover, our local partners
often suggest additional variables to improve
statistical analyses.

We have found that the traditional knowledge
and cultural practices of Alaska Native Peoples
provide important sources of information for
studying and managing human activities in
the marine environment. As our understanding
of how to use traditional knowledge evolved
under the mentorship of our Alaska Native
colleagues, we learned to not become
preoccupied with concerns over how or if
traditional knowledge should be integrated
with science. Instead, we treat traditional
knowledge and science as distinct and
complementary knowledge systems that can
improve our research, decision making, and
management of ocean resources (see sidebar
Traditional Knowledge). BOEM would not
have realized many of these improvements
without being open to meaningful engagement
with traditional knowledge holders.
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of the bureau’s mission, Dr.
Crowley serves as the Alaska Region’s Studies Coordinator.
She earned a BA in physics from the State University of
New York at Geneseo; a MS in physics from Indiana State
University; and a PhD in coastal oceanography from Stony
Brook University, Stony Brook, New York.

Catherine Coon serves as Chief
of the Environmental Sciences
Management Section for the
Alaska Region for the Bureau
of Ocean Energy Management
where she has worked since
2008. She has been assigned
as staff on National Ocean
Policy Issues, works as part
of the Arctic Council working groups on Ecosystem Based
Management and Marine Protected Areas, and participates
on numerous policy/science committees in Alaska and the
Arctic. She enthusiastically enjoys being a public servant
for marine resource management issues. Ms. Coon earned
a master of science degree at the University of Alaska,
Fairbanks, and a bachelor of science degree in biological
sciences at the University of Arizona.
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