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By working together and trusting one another, 
the partners are in a better position to validate 
interpretations and review the plausibility 
and credibility of emerging patterns in data. 
Local experts have helped us improve data 
analyses and interpretations by identifying 
alternative explanations not readily apparent 
to scientists. Moreover, our local partners 
often suggest additional variables to improve 
statistical analyses. 

We have found that the traditional knowledge 
and cultural practices of Alaska Native Peoples 
provide important sources of information for 
studying and managing human activities in 
the marine environment. As our understanding 
of how to use traditional knowledge evolved 
under the mentorship of our Alaska Native 
colleagues, we learned to not become 
preoccupied with concerns over how or if 
traditional knowledge should be integrated 
with science. Instead, we treat traditional 
knowledge and science as distinct and 
complementary knowledge systems that can 
improve our research, decision making, and 
management of ocean resources (see sidebar 
Traditional Knowledge). BOEM would not 
have realized many of these improvements 
without being open to meaningful engagement 
with traditional knowledge holders.  u 
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