United States Department of the Interior

BUREAU OF OCEAN ENERGY MANAGEMENT
WASHINGTON, DC 20240-0001

MAY 2.1 2012

Dr. Lorrie D. Rea
Chair, Bureau of Ocean Energy Management
Outer Continental Shelf Scientific Committee
Wildlife Physiologist, Division of Wildlife Conservation
Alaska Department of Fish and Game
1330 College Road
FFairbanks, Alaska 99701-1551

Dear Dr. Rea:

On behalf of Bureau of Ocean Energy Management (BOEM) [ thank you for accepting the
position of Chair of the BOEM Outer Continental Shelf Scientific Committee (OCS SC). I look
forward to working with you.

Thank you for your letter dated February 3, 2012, detailing your comments from the OCS SC
meeting last year in Hyannis, Massachusetts on May 17-19, 2011. [ am writing to respond to
your comments and recommendations.

[n regard to the Environmental Studies Program (ESP) budget, you pointed out that the “budget
needs to be further increased in light of the Bureau’s expanded geographic scope of the leasing
program and expanded scientific assessment required for development of renewable energy in
the OCS.” T agree, and BOEM’s FY 2013 budget request includes additional funding for ESP
(http:/www.doi.gov/budget/2013/data/ereenbook/FY2013 BOEM Greenbook.pdf).
Unfortunately, given the current fiscal situation affecting all Federal agencies, budget outlooks
are uncertain. Nevertheless, I am confident that the ESP, with guidance from the OCS SC, can
maintain its commitment to excellence in conducting applied science for informed decisions on
ocean energy. Unfortunately, this may have to be accomplished by reducing the scope of some
studies, or delaying or cancelling lower priority studies. As always, partnerships and
collaborations will be sought to leverage limited budgets and extend the utility of the work
conducted.

As part of the Interior Department's structural reform of offshore energy oversight BOEM has
added subject matter experts in all of our environmental programs. Additionally, the position of
Chief Environmental Officer of BOEM was established to oversee the integration of BOEM’s
rigorous scientific analysis with resource development and decision-making. Dr. Alan D.
Thornhill was named the first Chief Environmental Officer of BOEM in November 2011.

Dr. Thornhill is responsible for directing BOEM's programs for studying the offshore
environmental issues necessary to support responsible decision-making about resource
development, managing the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) review process, and
developing national priorities for scientific research relating to the oceans.
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Additionally, Dr. Mary Boatman joined the Renewable Energy Program as the Environmental
Studies Chief. Dr. Boatman has been working with ESP since 1998 and most recently was
instrumental in the National Ocean Council’s National Ocean Policy (NOP) Implementation
plan, and the implementation of the data portal at http://www.data.gov/ocean.

The ESP is also expanding its ability to work with academia through the Cooperative
Ecosystems Studies Units (CESU). CESUs are a national consortium of Federal agencies,
academic institutions, tribal, state, and local governments, nongovernmental conservation
organizations, and other partners working together to support informed public trust resource
stewardship. The ESP has joined all coastal units that meet the bureau mission, and has nine
ongoing studies and seven new starts for 2012 under CESU agreements.

Dr. Rodney Cluck, Chief, Division of Environmental Sciences, was named co-chair to the
National Ocean Partnership Program’s (NOPP) Subcommittee on Ocean Science and
Technology’s Engagement with the Interagency Working Group on Ocean Partnerships (IWG-
OP). The IWG-OP facilitates partnerships and collaboration among the Federal oceanographic
community. The importance of the NOPP and this program to the Nation is evidenced by its
statutory creation by the U.S. Congress in 1997 through Public Law 104-201. Regular
participants include BOEM, NOAA’s Office of Oceanic Atmospheric Research, Integrated
Ocean Observing Systems, Office of Exploration and Research; NASA, ONR, NSF, DOE, Army
Corps of Engineers and the US Navy.

The ESP is continuing agreements with two Coastal Marine Institutes (CMI), Louisiana State
University (LSU) (http://www.cmi.lsu.edu/index.php) and the University of Alaska at Fairbanks
(UAF) (http://www.sfos.uaf.edu/cmi). CMI programs are designed to respond to BOEM, State,
and local information needs and interests with local expertise in the OCS-relevant disciplines.
The LSU CMI was established in 1992, and celebrated 20 years of collaborative research in a
celebration on April 24, 2012. Over $30 million in research agreements have been awarded by
BOEM to 140 studies through the LSU CMI program. In addition to funding the research of
scientists at LSU. more than 100 graduate and undergraduate students have been supported
through these projects. The UAF CMI has undertaken more than 60 studies with $15 million in
research agreements since 1993.

In regard to Recommendations 1 and 2 noting a desire for multiple meetings per year and support
for travel to Information Transfer Meetings (ITMs), I agree that it would be very valuable for the
OCS SC to meet twice per year: once to advise on future studies, and once to receive updates on
studies in progress. While BOEM supports this request, the ability to hold multiple meetings in
any given year will be dictated by agency funding levels. 1 also agree that members of the
committee should be encouraged and supported to attend one or more ITMs each year. These
meetings provide an excellent opportunity to interact with studies investigators and receive
updates and results of ongoing studies. Dr. Cluck will coordinate with the members of the OCS
SC on this point.

Regarding Recommendation 3 on promoting peer review and external publication of BOEM
funded studies, BOEM is committed to supporting the peer review and publication of ESP
funded studies. This begins with encouraging and supporting BOEM scientists to write and
publish in peer-reviewed publications, and continues with encouraging BOEM-funded scientists



to publish the results of BOEM research (including BOEM paying for publication fees). That
being said, it is not possible to make it a requirement of contracts for BOEM funded scientists to
publish in peer reviewed publications, as it is out of the control of both BOEM and the Pls as to
whether or not a journal will accept a specific paper for publication.

ESP scientists are also encouraged to utilize outside experts (particularly the OCS SC members)
to assist in proposal evaluation, at their discretion, and have been encouraged recently to utilize
these types of peer and external review as often as is appropriate. Additionally, BOEM utilizes
its involvement with the NOPP and other entities in this capacity.

An enclosure has been prepared to address the issue raised in Recommendation 4, regarding the
status of projects presented to the OCS SC. It lists studies presented in the past two Studies
Development Plans (SDP) and studies added outside the SDP process. The status of funding,
start date, expected finish date, and total budgets are listed.

To respond to Recommendation 5 on increasing social science capacity in the Gulf of Mexico
(GOM) Region, the GOM Region studies staff has been reorganized such that a dedicated socio-
economist reports directly to the Studies Chief in the region. An additional economist has also
been added to the GOM scientific staff to aid in studies development and analysis. Further, we
anticipate at least one or two new socio-economic studies to be presented at the May 2012 OCS
SC meeting to address issues resulting from the Macondo incident, and a similar scenario with
new studies at the 2013 OCS SC meeting. To address your concern about staffing levels for
socio-economic subject matter experts in the GOM Region, we are again constrained by the
current federal budget situation, but are constantly evaluating priority staffing needs and making
balanced decisions based on the needs of the entire Bureau.

In regard to the Pacific Region’s funding needs to support renewable energy research addressed
in Recommendation 6, each region is apportioned ESP funds for studies in a manner that reflects
their requests. They base their requests on immediate and anticipated science needs. If the
Pacific Regions’ needs increase, funding will be allocated appropriately and staffing needs will
be evaluated as noted above. The ESP also anticipates an increase in needs regarding renewable
energy development and will respond based upon the requests submitted by the region.

As noted in last year’s response letter from former Bureau of Ocean Energy Management,
Regulation and Enforcement Director Michael Bromwich, the ESP has reviewed your excellent
recommendation for prioritizing studies and has incorporated these criteria into the decision-
making process used to develop the National Studies List. Final decisions are of a collaborative
nature, made in discussions between BOEM ESP staff in headquarters and in the regions to best
address Bureau needs. The decision process begins with regional scientists and managers
creating a priority list for each fiscal year, followed by discussing these priority lists with
regional and headquarters Studies Chiefs to reach consensus on which studies move forward.

In response to your additional Recommendation 1 which addresses ocean planning activities,
BOEM is engaged significantly with the ongoing Ocean Planning initiative. Ocean planning is
an important tool for implementing Ecosystem Based Management which is at the heart of the
integrated resource management approach promoted by the National Ocean Policy (NOP).
BOEM has considerable experience in planning processes like those intended to be implemented



by the NOP. The Five-Year Program for oil and gas and the Renewable Energy Program both
require comprehensive, transparent planning processes and extensive stakeholder outreach
(through scoping, task force, and other public meetings). This experience is extremely valuable
as BOEM participates in ocean planning activities in various regions. BOEM is the DOI lead for
coordinating ocean planning efforts under the NOP, and also is the Federal co-lead in the Mid-
Atlantic region and potentially in the Alaska region. BOEM is engaged significantly in other
regions with interest in developing energy and mineral resources on the OCS: Northeast, South
Atlantic, GOM and the West Coast. Additional BOEM experience includes creating data
linkages with the Multipurpose Marine Cadastre (MMC), the NOP data portal
(www.data.gov/ocean), and with other regional data portals. It is critical for BOEM to ensure
that science dissemination is occurring so that regional ocean planning initiatives are able to
utilize the full extent of BOEM science.

With regards to your additional Recommendation 2 on increasing international studies
coordination, I am pleased to note that the ESP has begun new studies in collaboration with
Canada and Russia, and continues a fruitful relationship with counterparts in Mexico. These
studies address important fish stocks, pinniped populations and physical oceanographic topics
respectively. | agree wholeheartedly that these types of scientific collaborations should be
encouraged and increased as appropriate to meet our important stewardship mission.

To address your final additional recommendation regarding the Discipline Breakout Groups
(DBG) scheduling, ESP staff has reviewed the scheduling of the DBG presentations. As a result,
adjustments have been made to meet the needs of the OCS SC and foster the valuable scientific
dialogue that needs to take place to develop a strong scientific portfolio for the coming years.
Please let me know in your response to this year’s meeting if this new agenda meets the needs of
the OCS SC.

[ offer my sincere thanks for your service to the Nation and BOEM and look forward to working
with you and the OCS SC in the future.

Sincerely,
Tommy P. Beaudreau
Director

Enclosure



Table of Studies From Studies Development Plans
FY 2011-2013
FY 2012-2014
FY 2013-2015
Showing Approval and Award Status

The following table is provided in response to the request from the Scientific Committee (SC) included in
their letter of February 3, 2012. The table lists the studies presented to the SCin Studies Development
Plans (SDP) for the previous two fiscal years and the current plan. It also lists studies that were added to
the National Studies List (NSL) without appearing in an SDP.

The table is arranged first by Region and then by NSL number (an internal tracking number indicating
that the study was approved to move toward procurement. Studies without an NSL number have not
been approved to move towards procurement and are listed in order of the most recent plan in which
they appeared and then in alphabetical order by title.

An “X” in an SDP column indicates that the profile appeared in that plan. If a study was added outside
the SDP process, no “X” is shown in any of the three SDP columns.

In the column “Approved in FY,” the fiscal year in which the study was approved on the NSL for
procurement is given. A “TBD” in this column indicates that the study is in the current plan and has not
been presented for approval on the FY 2013 NSL yet. A “N/A” in this column indicates that the study
was not approved for inclusion on the NSL after appearing in a previous year’s SDP.

In the column “Awarded in FY,” the fiscal year in which the study was awarded is given. A “Cancelled” in
this column indicates that the study was approved on the NSL, but was later cancelled. A “Deferred” in
this column indicates that the study was approved on the NSL, but will not be moved toward
procurement until FY 2013 or later. A “TBD” in this column indicates that the study is in the current plan
and has not been presented for approval on the FY 2013 NSL yet. A “N/A” in this column indicates that
the study was not approved for inclusion on the NSL after appearing in a previous year’'s SDP.

In the column “Total Allocation,” the total dollar amount planned for awarded studies is given. A
“Cancelled” in this column indicates that the study was approved on the NSL, but was later cancelled. A
“First Submission” in this column indicates that the profile appears only in the current SDP. A “Repeated
Submission” in this column indicates that the study appears in the current SDP as well as in one or both

of the previous two SDPs. A “Not Approved” indicates that the study was not approved for inclusion on
the NSL.

In the column “Award Date,” the date of contract or agreement award is given. A “TBD” in this column
indicates that the study was approved on the NSL, but the award has not been completed. Studies have
no entry in this column if they were cancelled or deferred, if they are in the current plan, or if they were
not approved for inclusion on the NSL.

In the “Completion Date” column, the expected completion date of awarded studies is given. No other
studies have entries in this column.

Attachment
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