
National Ocean Policy 
  

BOEM’s Role 

Robert LaBelle  
 

Offshore Environmental Program  

 
 
 

1 



Fishing  
Rights 

Navigation Rights 

Development 
Rights 

 Riparian 
Rights Public Access 

Rights 

Mineral Rights 

 
•Seabed Use  

Rights 

Competing Uses of Marine 
Resources 

Air column 

Water Surface 

Seabed 

Water Column 

Subsurface 

First Nation 
Rights 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Human uses of the ocean are increasing faster than our ability to manage them……this is why we wanted to create this tool for renewable energy siting and planning and the same reason it is a good tool for regional CMSP.
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US Commission on Ocean Policy and Pew Commission  

Joint Ocean Commission  



National Ocean Policy 

National Ocean Council 

9 National Priority Objectives 

Framework for Coastal and Marine 
Spatial Planning (CMSP) 
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CMSP: From the Local Scale to the National 
Level 

Presenter
Presentation Notes

To build our shared values into reality, President Obama issued a landmark Executive Order on July 19 of last year.  

For the first time:

- a National Policy for the Stewardship of the Ocean, Coasts, and Great Lakes, was established and an overarching set of principles was identified to guide ocean management decisions;

- an interagency National Ocean Council consisting of twenty-seven federal entities was formed to provide sustained, high-level, and coordinated attention to advance the National Policy;

- 9 key categories for action were prioritized  in order to address the most pressing challenges facing the ocean, our coasts, and the Great Lakes.  

- and finally, the Executive Order established a flexible framework for effective Coastal and Marine Spatial Planning to address conservation, economic activity, user conflict, and sustainable use of ocean and coastal resources.
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Released on April 16, 2013 
 
Five broad themes:  
• Ocean Economy  
• Safety and Security  
• Coastal and Ocean Resilience  
• Local Choices  
• Science and Information  
 
Outlines specific milestones and action 
items for nine priority objectives 
including Marine Spatial Planning 
 
BOEM is the DOI lead for multiple 
milestones  



Nine Regions for Marine Spatial Planning 



 

DOI Bureaus are meeting ocean management challenges through the new 
National Ocean Policy Implementation Plan  

 

BOEM:   Science for managing ocean energy and mineral resources 
 

USGS:     Science to enhance understanding of the natural 

                       environment, including oceans and coasts  
 

USFWS: Protection of living resources (on-land and in marine environment) 

NPS:       Stewardship of cultural and recreational resources,  

         including ocean and coastal parks  
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Regional Planning Bodies (RPBs) 

Consists of representatives from coastal states, tribes, and 
federal agencies  
 
Following regions have created RPBs: 
• Northeast  
• Mid-Atlantic  
• Caribbean  
• Pacific Islands  

 
RPBs are charged with creating and implementing a regional 
ocean plan 
 
It is voluntary for regions to create an RPB 
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Northeast Regional Planning Body (RPB) Meeting  



Leasing Framework: RPB engagement  
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RPBs can provide input at various levels 
Facilitate stakeholder 
engagement and input  

Inform BEOMS’s ocean space 
use considerations  

Input in NEPA & consultations 

Support monitoring and 
mitigation activities  

Planning & Analysis 

Leasing 

Site Assessment & 
Characterization  

Construction & 
Operations  

Establish Intergovernmental 
Task Force  

Identify Wind Energy Areas (WEAs) 
and Assess Competitive Interest 

Lease Issuance 

Submission and Approval of COP 

Construction, Operations, and 
Decommissioning 

Prepare Environmental Assessment 

Publish Sale Notices or  
Negotiate Lease 

Submission and Approval of SAP 
(optional) 

Site Assessment Activities  
(optional) and Site 

Characterization Surveys 

Input in NEPA & consultations, 
and SAP terms and conditions 

Input in NEPA & consultations, 
and COP terms and conditions 

Input in lease terms and 
conditions 
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Marine Spatial Planning 
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Science and Data  
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Understanding Tribal Engagement  
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GPS Tracks Map – Nuiqsut/Cross Island Whaling 
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Making Spatial Data Accessible  

Ocean.data.gov  
National Ocean Council (NOC) portal 
for data, information, and decision tools 
to support regional marine planning  

 
BOEM led initiatives:  
 
• Geo-ESPIS (revamping ESPIS) 
 

• Eco-Spatial Information Database 
     (ESID)  



Ocean Planning:  Making the Case 

Stellwagen Bank Traffic 
Separation Scheme 

- Estimated reduced collisions 
by 81% for whales, 58% for 
endangered right whales 

Stellwagen Bank Traffic Separation Scheme 
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