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Happy 40th Birthday ESP 
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40 Years and going 
strong … 



3 

BOEM manages development of  
the nation’s offshore resources in 
an environmentally and 
economically responsible way.  

BSEE develops and 
enforces safety and 
environmental regulations.  

Our Organization(s) 
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Deputy Director, CFO 
Walter Cruickshank 

Office of the Director 
Tommy Beaudreau 

Environmental 
Assessment 

James F. Bennett 

Environmental Sciences 
Rodney Cluck 

Office of Environmental 
Programs 

Vacant 

Office of Renewable Energy 
Programs 

Maureen Bornholdt 

Alaska OCS Regional  
Director 

Jim Kendall 

Pacific OCS Regional  
Director 

Ellen Aronson 

Office of Strategic  
Resources 
Renee Orr 

GOMR OCS Regional 
Director 
John Rodi 

 

Structure of BOEM: Where’s the Science? 

 

Env Consultation   

Jill Lewandowski 
 
 

Env Coordination 

Geoff Wikel 
 

 

Phys/Chem Sciences  

Walter Johnson 
  

Bio/Socio Sciences   

Brad Blythe 
 



Mission 
To provide the information needed to identify, assess, and 
minimize impacts from offshore energy and marine mineral 
exploration, development, and production activities on human, 
marine, and coastal environments. 

Environmental Studies Program 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
These studies provide the environmental information needed by the rest of BOEM. To support the Bureau’s activities, BOEM must consider and manage the impacts from offshore energy development on the human, marine, and coastal environments. The information we generate through the Studies Program feeds other scientists writing environmental assessment documents, rule writers (O&G now in BSEE), modelers and the decision makers. The needs of these groups help shape our research agenda.




1) Establish the information needed for assessment 
and management of  environmental impacts 

2) Assess impacts on the marine biota; and 
3) Monitor human, marine, and coastal 

environments 

 GOALS 

Environmental Studies Program 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Establish the information needed for assessment and management of environmental impacts on the human, marine, and coastal environments of the Outer Continental Shelf (OCS) and the potentially affected coastal areas
Predict impacts on the marine biota which may result from chronic, low-level pollution or large spills associated with OCS production, from drilling fluids and cuttings discharges, pipeline emplacement, or onshore facilities; and
Monitor human, marine, and coastal environments to provide time series and data trend information for identification of significant changes in the quality and productivity of these environments, and to identify the causes of these changes.
Potential impacts from renewable development that must be considered include noise from pile-driving, bird strikes and other impacts, and space-use conflicts.





BOEM has over 200 scientists across all reg ions. 
 

• BOEM Disciplinary Subject Matter Experts 
o Socio-Economic SME team 
o Biology/Ecology SME team 
o Physical Oceanography/Atmospheric Science SME team 

 

• BOEM Policy Subject Matter Experts 
o NEPA SME team 
o ESA SME team 
o Data and Mapping team 

 

  

Examples of  Subject Matter Expert Teams 
(SME) 
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• Refining Contract Language 
• Improve and standardize existing  requirements given to 

principal investigators conducting studies. 

• Fulfilling Jurisdictional and Legal Mandates 
• Ensure compliance with existing directives and requirements 

for example: NEPA, Information Quality Act. 

• Engaging Science Community 
• Ensure best practices 
• Standard formats and archiving 

 

  

Formalizing ESP Data Policy 
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Digitized Study 
Boundary (“geo-

footprint”) 

Area 
Interpreted 

from Inset Map 

 
 geoESPIS - Spatially Enabling Environmental Studies 

Studies 
Catalog 

(attributes) 



• Long term monitoring efforts are being considered for all regions in the 
OCS  

• BOEM is evaluating a number of options to move in the direction of long 
term monitoring in partnership with other agencies  
 

• Examples:  MARES (Arctic), RODEO (Atlantic), Ecosystem Health 
(GOMR, RESTORE Act) 
 

Long Term Partnerships: Ecosystem  
Monitoring 
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Key Point Regarding 
 Applied Scientific Research 
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• When managing ocean energy, conflicts are inevitable 

 

• Science provides an objective and rational basis for decision 
making, it is the only logical starting point in regards to marine 
planning 

 



ESP Informs Decision-Making 
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National Ocean Policy 
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• FY 2013 ESP budget reduction of $4.5 million (total budget of 
$35 million) 
 

 
• FY 2014 Nearly $30 million committed towards continuing 

and deferred study efforts 
 

• Ability to start new projects will be severely limited in FY 
2014 (OCS SC advise is welcome) 
 

• Goal is to get back to where we have approximately 50% of 
yearly budget dedicated to new starts 

 

ESP Sequestration Impacts 
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Summary 

16 

1. New organization structure effective in putting science 

first and fostering collegiality across offices and regions 

2. Data management and dissemination is being improved 

3. New research partnerships are being explored 

4. Evolving long-term ecosystem monitoring programs are 

being developed 

5. Using science to mitigate conflict among stakeholder 
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