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Used a cutterhead dredge to excavate the
flotation canal and large slips and pump
material where desired



Aerial perspective of the maritime forest ridge and marsh restoration project



Horizontal perspective of the maritime forest ridge and marsh restoration project



Spring 2003 

Initial pumping of material did not achieve desired elevation
- retainment levees of in-situ material did not hold
- lost much of the organic soils beneath the water
- never achieved desired elevation



In early 2004 we reconstructed retainment levees
- using the newly pumped material on Phase 1

- using highly organic material for Phase 2



Summer 2004

- pumping second lift on Phase 1
- pumping first lift to Phase 2 



Fall 2004 

6,000 feet of marsh/ridge platform
- Phase 1 averages about +4
- Phase 2 averages considerably less



Winter 2005 
Shaping the ridge/marsh platform 
Most of Phase 1 – 2,300 feet
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Spring 2005 

Numerous planting days.
Hundreds of volunteers. 

Planting initially
shaped 2,300 feet.



Post Hurricane Cindy 

Summer 2005



Post Hurricane Katrina 

Summer 2005 



Post Hurricane Rita 

Fall 2005 



Winter/Spring
2006 plantings
initially shaped 
2,300 feet.

Numerous planting days with hundreds of folks involved. 



Summer 2006

Reestablishing retainment levees for Phase 2
in preparation of second lift



Spring 2007

Initially shaped 2,300 feet



Spring 2008

Initially shaped 2,300 feet



Summer 2008

Shaping Phase 2 – 3,000 feet



Phase 2 – post Gustav



CIAP Proposal

Vegetative Trials
Woody Plants

Live oak (Quercus virginiana)
Red Mulberry (Morus rubra)
Hackberry (Celtis laevigata)
Yaupon (Ilex vomitoria)
Wax Myrtle (Morela cerifera)
Hercules Club (Zanthoxylum clava-herculis)
French Mulberry (Callicarpa americana)

Soil Analysis

Soil Amendments and their impact on survival/growth (3 replications per treatment)
Gypsum or Calcium chloride
Fertilization
Organic matter (sugarcane residue)
Combination of treatments
Control



The concept behind the ridge project was one of habitat restoration—
the focus on Neotropical migrants.

But in reality, it has already been a tremendous success.



The Barataria-Terrebonne National Estuary 
…

Like No Other Place on Earth


