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Your Sanctuary System



What was the USS Monitor?





27 August 1973  “… a long amorphous echo ….”

Twenty-one sites are identified as 
vessels other than the Monitor. On 
August 27, the last scheduled day of 
the expedition, side-scan sonar records 
a "long amorphous" echo. Three 
additional days are spent collecting 
data at the site. Faulty cameras record 
fuzzy images of a flat 
surface that appears to 
be iron plate, and a 
"circular protrusion" 
similar to a turret. 



National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration

The Monitor National Marine 
Sanctuary was established by 
Congress on 30 January 1975, 
the 113th Anniversary of the 
Monitor’s launching at 
Greenpoint, NY.



National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration

Description of the 
Sanctuary: The 
Sanctuary consists of a 
vertical water column in 
the Atlantic Ocean one mile 
in diameter extending from 
the surface to the sea bed, 
the center of which is at 
35° 00’23” north latitude 
and 75° 24’32” west 
longitude.  



Recovery and Archaeology



Recovery and Archaeology



Recovery and Archaeology



Monitor Expedition 2002 – Turret Recovery

5 August 2002, 5:47 PM



Turret Excavations

August–December 2002



Conservation

USS Monitor Center Batten 
Conservation Laboratory  Complex



USS Monitor Center at The Mariners’ Museum



USS Monitor Center at The Mariners’ Museum



USS Monitor Center at The Mariners’ Museum



Exhibits at Nauticus: The National Maritime Center



Partnership with North Carolina Aquarium



Graveyard of the Atlantic Museum



NOAA’s Maritime Heritage Program



Maritime Heritage in North Carolina

Battle of the Atlantic (1939–1945)
• Significant part of our National Story
• U-Boats operated all along the Atlantic Coast 

including inside the Chesapeake Bay
• North Carolina – Where the war came home



Battle of the Atlantic



U-701



U-701 and the Battle of the Atlantic

• Sky periscope removed
• ADF antenna removed
• Conning tower hatch removed
• Conning tower dredged with loose artifacts 

removed
• Attempts at accessing ammunition pod
• Attempts at removal of deck gun appendages

Site Looting/Alteration



Maritime Heritage in North Carolina
Battle of the Atlantic Survey Work
• Joint NOAA/MMS/NPS/ expedition to document 

German U-Boats and WW II Allied Shipping losses 
along the NC coast

• First year – U-85, U-352, U-701
• Second year will search for M/V William Rockefeller 

and other allied losses



What laws protect these wrecks?

• Military Grave Sites

• Vessels protected under the 
Sunken Military Craft Act 2004

• Sovereign  property of the 
German Government

• Germany has requested 
protection of these sites through 
the US Govt.



Battle of the Atlantic



Battle of the Atlantic U-352



Battle of the Atlantic

U-85



Battle of the Atlantic U-701



Battle of the Atlantic U-701



Battle of the Atlantic U-85



Battle of the Atlantic U-701



David Alberg
NOAA Monitor National Marine Sanctuary

100 Museum Dr.
Newport News, VA 23606

(757) 591-7326
david.alberg@noaa.gov
www.monitor.noaa.gov

mailto:david.alberg@noaa.gov
http://www.monitor.noaa.gov/

	
	Battle of the Atlantic
	
	
	What laws protect these wrecks?
	Battle of the Atlantic
	Battle of the Atlantic U-352
	Battle of the Atlantic
	Battle of the Atlantic U-701
	Battle of the Atlantic U-701
	Battle of the Atlantic U-85
	Battle of the Atlantic U-701

