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Chevron U.S.A. Inc. 
Attention: Mr. Clafr Ghylin
P.O. Box 8000 
Concord. California 94524 

Re: Development and Production Plan 
OCS-P 0316. Platfor~ Hermosa 

Gentlemen: 

Chevron 11.S.A. Inc.'s Point Arguello Field Development and Production Pl~n. 
which provi<les for the insta11ation of Platform Hermosa on OCS-P 0316. with 
associated oil and gas pipelines and an onshore treatment facility, was deemed 
submitted pursuant to 30 CFR 250.34 on May 16, 19R3. An inMdepth environmental 
review of Chevron's Plan was performed, with the M1nerals Management Service 
and State of California Jointly preparing an Environmental Impact Report/ 
Envfronmental rmpact Statement covering development activities in the southern 
Santa Maria Basin, 1nclud1ng this project. An in-depth technical review of the 
Plan was also tindertaken, resulting in our conclusfon that the Plan is based on 
sound engineering and scientific principles. On November 15, 1983, the Califor­
nia Coastal Commission concurred with Chevron's consistency certification which 
states that the proposed activities will be conducted in a manner consistent 
with California's Coastal Management Program. 

Accordingly, s1nce the Plan 1s technically and environmentally sound, Chevron's 
Development and Pro<1uct1on Plan is hPreby approved, subject to thP. following
conditions: 

~ Chevron shall meet the requirements detafled In nur May 27. 1983 letter, 
subject: Requirements for Platform Installation and Commencement of 
Opl!rations • 

~ Chevron shall submit a pipeline right-of-way application and any 
additional corresponding information specifi~ by the ~MS. 

~ Chevron shall survey the eastern 6,000+ feet of the Platform Hermosa -
tiovernmP.nt Point pipelfn~ corridor on the north side in Federal wnters 
and submit the results to this office prior to pipeline installation. 
The need for th1s additional survey work 1~as identtfied in our May 16. 
1983 "deemed submftted" letter and subsequent May 29, 1984 letter. and 
has been discussed por1od1cally with your staff. 
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• Chevron shall promptly submit a total of 25 revised copies of the com­
bined OCS-P 0316 and OCS-P 0450 011 Sp11l Contingency Plan in accordance 
w1th our October 12. 1984 letter specifying needed mod1ficatfons. 

The remaining conditions of approval are based on various env1ronmenta1 impact 
mitigation measures 1dent1fiec in the aforementioned EIR/EIS and adopted by the 
MNS after a feasfbfl ity review. 

. . 
I.a. ~1th respect to install~tton procedures. Chevron shall: 

i. Submit an Operations Curtailment Plan whicti 11sts conditions 
(weather and other constraints) under which pfpe-la.ving operations will not 
proceed. 

if. Submit detailed anchoring plans; the corridors for anchor 
placement during installation procedures shall be selected to minimize impacts 
to hard bottom features and cultural resources to the maximum oxtent possible. 

1ii. Conduct post-installation geophysical surveying over the area 
of operation and submit a sfde scan sonar mosaic with survey results, 

b. ChP.vron shall propose permanent mooring locations 1ntenoed for 
consolidated use by supply and crew boats servicing the platform over the life 
of the project. Mooring s1tes shall be selected to minimize impacts to hard 
bottor,, features, 

2. CheYron shall use a white col or scheme for the platform, 

3. Chevron shall install mechanical interlocks and associated 1nstrumen~ 
tation on the platform to reduce the probability of a pig launcher/receiver­
related oil sp111. Platform personnel shall be trained wfth respect to correct 
operating procedures and instrumentation mon1tnring in connection with the pig 
launchers/receivers. 

4. Chevron shall give the MMS-approved F1sherles Training Program. deve­
loped in connection with I.ease Sale No. !53. to all offshore personnel associated 
with this project. 

We commend Chevron for fts willingness to work closely with us during review 
of the Pofnt Arguello Field project and its efforts leading to prompt end 
efficient development of this vital national resource in a manner which takes 
into consideration the Nation's energy needs wh11e assuring protection of the 
environment. 

- ..... 
- . 

S1ncerely. 

~ cJ. D<M\c.wJ(7 
Th0111as l·I, Duna~1ay 
Regional Supervisor 
Office of FiP.ld Operations 
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