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Ch~vron I: .s .A. Inc. 
Attention: Mr. r.lair t.hyl1n 
P.o. !lox fll')OU 
Concord, California 945<'4 

R(>: OevP.lopment and Production Plan 
~f.S-P 0450, Platform Hidalgo 

lient.1 E'lllen: 

f.hevrnn U.S.A. Inc.'s Point Arguello FiP.lt1 flev(>lopment and Production Plan, 
whkh rrovides for the 1nstallat1nn of Pliltform Hidalgo on OCS-P 0450, 1~1th 
?.SSodated nil and gas pfpe11nes leading to a separatFily proposed platform on 
OCS- P O'.Hli, w11s <iep,r.11>rl sulimitted pursuant to 3/l CFR 2'i0.34 on Ju11e ?R, 1q~4. 
An 1n-t1epth env1 roninenta l review of Ctievron' s Pl an ~,as performed, with thi; 
:Oin!'rals r:anager.>rnt SP.rvice anrl St.at!' of Cal iforn1 a jointly preparing an F.n-
vi ronr.1ent.al Impact ~"port/Fnv1 ronmenta l Ir.ipact Statement covering devr.1 opir.ent 
activities in the southern Santa Maria l\;isin, includ1ng this project. An 
1n-ilepth t.echn1ca1 review of the Plan was also undertaken. resulting in our 
conclusion t.hat the Plan is hased on sount1 Png inef'rfng .iod scientific principles. 
fin Novem!>er ?~. 1984, the C;il Hernia Coast<!l Commission concurred with Chevron's 
r.onsfstrncy certification whlch state!\ that. the proposed activ1t1P.s will he 
con1uctecl 1n a manner consistent v,ith California's Coastal t~anagent'!nt Prograri. 

Accordingly. s1 nee thE> Pl an is technically anti env1 ronmentally sound, ChP.vron' s 
OevP.1opr.iP.nt and Production Plan is herP.by approve<l, subject to the folloslln!) 
conditions: 

0 Chevron shall r,eet the requirements t1etafled in our t~ay n. 1983 letter, 
subject.: R@quirer,,P.nts frir Phtform Installation and Comence!!lf':it of 
Operations, in conmiction with Platfom Hl<Jal qo, in addition to Platforr1 
l!emosa. 

~ Chevron shall svhm1t a pipeline ri ght-of-way appl ic11tion and arty 
acti.11t fonal cnrrPspnntling foforr,,at fon speci f1 ed hy the M! •<i. 

~ Ch<>vron shall prol'lptl.Y suh1~1t a total of ?5 rP.vised copies of the cor1-
hine-i OC<i-P ll"ll6 an,1 llCS-P (}dfiO 011 Spi 11 Cont tngency Plan 1 n .iccordtnce 
with our October 12, 1Q84 lettP.r specifying ni>ec1e<l r.io<11fications. 

The remainfog coni.11tion!; of approv.il am haseo on various envirnnn>f"ltl!l ir-,pact 
mitigation r>ec1sure:; irJent Hied 1 n the .iforemf'nt.ioned E !P./EIS and adopted hy ttie 
11w; after a f!!-'Sihil 1ty review. 
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l.a. W1th respect to installation procedures, Chevron shall: 

i. Submit an Operations Curtail ment Plan whfch lists conditions 
(weather and other constraints) under which pipe-layfng operations will not
proceed. 

11. Subm1t detailed anchoring plans; the corridors for anchors 
placement during installation procedures· shall be selected to minimize impacts 
to hard bottOA\ features and cultural resources to the maximum extent possible, 

11i. Conduct post-1nsta11atfon geophysical surveying over the area 
of operation and submft II sftfe scan sonar mosaic with survey results. 

b. Chevron shall propose permanent mooring locations intended for 
consolidated use by supply and crew boats servicing the platform over the life 
of the project. f,looring sftes shall he selected to 1«in1mlze impacts to hard
bottom features. 

2. Chevron shall use a white color scheme for the platform. 

3. Chevron shall install mechanical interlocks and associated instrumen­
tation on the platform to reduce the probah11fty of a pig launcher/receiver­
related oil sp111. Platform personnel shall be trained with respect to correct 
operating procedures and instrumentation monitoring 1n connection with the p1g
launchers/receivers. 

4. Chevron shall give the HMS-approved Fisheries Training Program, deve­
loped 1n connection with Lease Sale No. 53. to all offshore personnel ossocfated 
w1th this project, 

We COtmlend Chevron for fts willingness to work closely with us during review 
of the Point Arguello Field project and 1ts efforts leading to prompt and 
efficient development of th1s vital national resource fn a manner which takes 
Into consfderat1on the Nation's energy needs ~lh1le assuring protection of the 
env1 ronment • 

Sincerely, 

~s ~ ~un~~OW°o 
Regional Supervisor 
Office of field Operat1ons 



• • 
3 

- . 

Chevron u.s.A. ~ · 
bee: Ffle: -s,(. Arguello Field, OCS-P OdSO, OPP Corres,

Chron 
RO 
RS, OL&F.' 
OS, SM 
OR&A Section 

OFO:Elee:PRSchroeder:jam:l/15/84 x2847, Ofsk l.A (19fl5) Document 22 




