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Shell California Production Inc. 
A Subsidiary of Shell Oil Company 

P.O.Box 11164 

Bakersfield. California 93389 

May 30, 1985 

Un i ted  States Department o f  the I n t e r i o r  
Minera ls  Management Service 
P a c i f i c  OCS Region 
Regional Superv isor  
Offshore F i e l d  Operations 
1340 West S i x t h  S t r e e t  
Los Angeles, CA 90017 

Gentlemen: 

SUBJECT: AMENDMENT TO THE BETA PLAN OF DEVELOPMENT 

We request y o u r  approval t o  amend t h e  o r i g i n a l  Beta U n i t  Plan o f  Develop- 
ment t o  a l l o w  f o r  t h e  d r i l l i n g  and eva lua t ion  o f  the  Mohnian age sect ion 
from P la t fo rm Eureka. This eva lua t ion  would r e q u i r e  product ion t e s t i n g ,  
and eventual product ion,  i f  warranted. Should f u r t h e r  development be 
requ i red  on t h e  b a s i s  o f  a  successful  t e s t ,  we w i l l  submit a  development 
p l a n  o u t l i n i n g  t h e  proposed e x p l o i t a t i o n  o f  these deeper hor izons. 

On A p r i l  19, 1983, we requested the  s u b j e c t  amendment; and through your 
l e t t e r  dated A p r i l  29, 1985, received approval f o r  the  e x p l o r a t o r y  d r i l l -  
i n g  and t e s t i n g  o f  one o r  more w e l l s  from P la t fo rm E l l e n  f o r  d e l  i n e a t i o n  
o f  p o t e n t i a l  Mohnian age reservo i rs .  This  l i t h o l o g i c  sec t ion  was tested 
by E l l e n  w e l l  No. A-51 and small q u a n t i t i e s  o f  20-25" API g r a v i t y  o i l  were 
recovered d u r i n g  t e s t i n g .  A1 though we1 1  No. A-51 was noncommercial, each 
o f  the th ree  Monterey product ion t e s t s  gave 500-1000 B/D r a t e s  on n i t r o -  
gen gas l i f t ,  w i t h  maximum r a t e s  est imated a t  1000-2000 B/D. 

The proposed t e s t  f rom Plat form Eureka w i l l  penetrate a  Mohnian sec t ion  
about 2000' s t r u c t u r a l l y  higher than i n  the  E l l e n  area. We a n t i c i p a t e  
t h a t  the w e l l  w i l l  encounter the  Mohnian s e c t i o n  a t  approximately -5500' 
subsea and would penetrate basement near -8250' subsea (see f i g u r e s  1,2). 
The lowest hydrocarbon bearing i n t e r v a l  i n  the Delmontian s e c t i o n  should 
occur a t  approximately -4100' subsea. As a  precaut ionary measure, the 
sur face and subsurface equipment w i l l  be H2S rated,  t h e  d r i l l  i n g  crews 
w i l l  be H2S t r a i n e d  and the necessary H2S detec t ion  and s a f e t y  equipment 
w i l l  be u t i l i z e d .  H,S considerat ions a l s o  w i l l  be r e f l e c t e d  i n  our 
request f o r  p e r m i t t i n g  which w i l l  a l s o  o u t l i n e  our  proposed casing 
program. 



In the event the well i s  not p u t  on Mohnian production, i t  would be 
plugged and abandoned in the deeper portions, and recompl eted in the 
Delmontian section as a producing well. 

The proposed well has a current projected spud date of early September, 
1985. We request your early consideration a n d  approval to  proceed with 
development according t o  the amended plan out1 ined above. Any questions 
regarding the subject plan may be directed t o  H .  A. Orndorff, 
(805) 326-5238. 

Sincerely, 

&G/ 77%--- I 

N .  G .  McKim 
Division Production Manager 
Coastal Production Division 
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