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CHAPTER FIVE

RESOLUTION OF ADVERSE EFFECTS

This report addresses the effects of the revised layout of the Cape Wind Energy Project on Horseshoe
Shoal to aboveground historic properties from visual impacts caused by the introduction of 130 WTG
structures to the Nantucket Sound horizon.  The revised layout, the historic properties and the conclusions
about the effects of the Cape Wind Energy Project on these resources are discussed in previous chapters.
The alternatives analysis that led to the selection of Horseshoe Shoal as the Preferred Alternative was
included in the Cape Wind Energy Project’s DEIS/DEIR that was submitted to the Army Corps of
Engineers.  The revised layout was presented in the NPC filed by CWA in June 2005 under MEPA.

This report has been prepared as part of the ongoing coordination among the MMS, SHPO and other
consulting parties.  Following the formal determination of effect by the MMS under Section 106, the
Council’s regulations, and the concurrence with that finding by the SHPO, further consultation will occur
to resolve adverse effects (36 CFR 800.6).  The consultation process will evaluate alternatives or
modifications that could avoid, minimize, or mitigate adverse effects on historic properties.  The results
of these negotiations will form the basis for the Cape Wind Energy Project’s MOA or Programmatic
Agreement (PA).

A variety of measures to minimize and/or mitigate adverse effects to historic properties are commonly
considered by Federal agencies, SHPOs, and consulting parties.  All or many of the most typically
applied measures will likely be reviewed and evaluated for the Cape Wind Energy Project.

Measures commonly used to minimize adverse visual effects to historic properties include the introduction
of vegetation, fences, or other forms of screening to shield or interrupt the view from the historic property
to the project area.  The applicability or feasibility of these types of screening, however, is likely to be
low for the Cape Wind Energy Project given the broad scale of the horizon views.   Materials and paint
color that harmonize with the historic property and the surroundings often provide a way of reducing the
visual impact of project elements.  While the construction material itself is likely not a critical factor for
the Cape Wind Energy Project, the WTGs will be painted an off-white color in order to minimize their
visibility and allow them to blend in with the sky and water.

In order to mitigate visual or other categories of adverse effects, archival photographic and narrative
documentation of historic properties and their setting prior to any changes is often required.  The
documentation is filed in the State Archives and a designated local repository and forms a permanent
record of each historic property’s appearance for future scholars and the general public.  Mitigation can
include ongoing review by the MMS, SHPO, and consulting parties of project plans as they are developed.
Sometimes mitigation measures are identified that are “off site”, that may not specifically respond to the
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