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BOEM Need: Identify and understand the nature and intensity of place-based 
values in order to more appropriately site renewable energy developments.  
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“Hundreds of angry residents 
protest wind 
developments…” 
 
“[Government] under attack 
for not pushing fast 
enough…” 
 
“As soon as the wind 
turbines go up, I’m not going 
to live there.” 
 
“If you haven’t got the 
support of your community, 
it’s going to be very, very 
difficult.”  

Image Credit: 
http://www.thestar.com/business/2012/04/03/wind_po
wer_crosswinds_blast_mcguinty_government.html 
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Value has been subjectively operationalized, 
relying on use by “key” stakeholders to 
weight concerns and issues and drive 
decisions. 
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Image Credit: 
http://hamptonroads.com/2011/06/protesters-
va-beach-push-wind-energy 
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Objectives: 

Quantitative Assessment of Spatially-Explicit 
Social Values Relative to Wind Energy 

Document the 
constellation of place-
based values. 
 
Identify relationships 
between social and 
environmental 
attributes.  
 
Develop models to 
assess the likelihood 
of local action.  
 
Identify potential 
conflicts related to the 
co-location of values 
and project siting. 

Image Credit: 
http://www.technologyreview.com/review/42140
3/how-not-to-make-energy-decisions/ 
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Methods: randomized social 
surveys with mapping exercise to identify 
areas of value. Respondents would be 
asked a series questions used to identify 
their environmental value-attitude 
orientation, moral framework, and 
behavioral propensities/intentions and link 
them spatially.  
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Gaining understanding and 
giving an equal voice to all 
stakeholders are essential to 
responsible decision-making. 
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