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Alaska OCS Region Proposed Studies 

Page 
Number 

Discipline Ranking Study Title 

231 PO 1 Development of a Very High-resolution Regional Circulation Model of Beaufort Sea Nearshore Areas 

233 IM 2 Coastal Habitat Maps:  Closing Spatial Gaps in ShoreZone Imagery and Data for the Cook Inlet Area 

235 PO / SE 3 Synthesis of Sub-Seabed Physical Environmental Data  for the Beaufort and Chukchi Seas 

237 IM 4 Support for the Canada-United States Northern Oil and Gas Research Forum, 2014 

239 SE 5 Traditional Knowledge Implementation:  Accessing Arctic Community Panels of Subject Matter Experts 

241 HE 6 Monitoring Fish in Chukchi and Beaufort Sea Lagoons and Nearshore Zones 

243 MM 7 
Estimation of Abundance and Demographic Rates of Pacific Walruses Using a Genetics-based Mark-
Recapture Approach 

245 MM 8 
Field Evaluation of an Unmanned Aircraft System (UAS) for Studying Cetacean Distribution, Density, 
and Habitat Use in the Arctic 

247 HE 9 Subtidal and Intertidal Habitats and Invertebrate Biota in Lower Cook Inlet, Alaska 

249 MM 10 Cetacean Distribution, Abundance, and Ecology in  Cook Inlet 

253 IM 11 Alternative Energy Capacity Inventory in Coastal Alaska 

255 MM 12 Habitat Use, Ecology, and Population Status of Polar Bears in the Chukchi Sea 

Discipline Codes 
AQ = Air Quality                                                            FE = Fates & Effects                               HE = Habitat & Ecology 
IM = Information Management MM = Marine Mammals & Protected Species 
PO = Physical Oceanography SE = Social & Economic Sciences 

Alaska OCS Region 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Regardless of the specific discipline breakout group, include the Region’s “table”, highlighting where the next study to be discussed falls into the proposed ranking (for FY 2006).  In the above example, red is used to “highlight” the study’s title and proposed ranking.

 



BOEM Information Need: 
-Energy Act of 2005 relating to BOEM 
-Cook Inlet oil and gas interest 
-Natural gas reserves used by  
 Anchorage will be depleted by ~2040 

Date Information is Required: 
-The Municipality of Anchorage is examining various options  
-State of Alaska has incentivized oil & gas exploration and 
development in Cook Inlet 
-Final report needed by 2017 

Alternative Energy Capacity Inventory in 
Coastal Alaska 

Tentative Ranking:  11   Alaska OCS Region 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
MMS Information Need:
This act has delegated rgulatory authority over renewable resources on the OCS to BOEM
-The Cook Inlet sale allows us to explore this topic – the State is also encouraging exploration in State Waters of Cook Inlet
-There is a great deal of state and regional interest in conventional and alternative energy options in Southcentral Alaska because reserves will be depleted in about 20 years.  We think that this study is fundamental to initiate advance planning.



Background: 
A) Alternative energy sources, solar, wind, hydrokinetic and geothermal 

power are gaining recognition  
B) This technological transformation merits examination  
C) Social benefits need to be granted consideration  
D) Examine regulatory management of projects to optimize social 

benefits and minimize adverse 
      effects.  
 

Alternative Energy Capacity Inventory in Coastal 
Alaska 

Tentative Ranking:  11   Alaska OCS Region 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Background:
Gaining regional, state, and international interest as a feasible means to offset fossil fuel dependency
There is a genuine need to identify the regions and the types of alternative energy that would be most suitable
Social benefits are as important a consideration as environmental benefits



In the words of the Committee, “ a brief description of how the proposed work also fits into the overall regional picture and how, if applicable, it builds on previous effort.”

This should also include the efforts being conducted/planned by other Agencies.




Background: 
B) Relationship with Concurrent/Future Efforts 
A) Regional Interest:  Geothermal prospects  
B) State interest: Legislature approved investment in pipeline 
C) International Interest: Institute of the North is exploring 

alternative energy resources 
 
 

Alternative Energy Capacity Inventory in 
Coastal Alaska 

Tentative Ranking: 11    Alaska OCS Region 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Background:
State sale of geothermal prospects at an island volcano on the west side of Cook Inlet, near the mouth, resulted in only lease being purchased of several offered.
Legislature approved funds to invest in a pipeline construction to transport natural gas from the North Slope to Southern Alaska with an LNG plat posibly at Kenai; some gas to be used in state, other gas to be exported if authorized.
Institute of the North interested in identifying ways that alternative energy resources can enhance the prosperity and security of northern peoples in circumpolar latitudes and emphasized the need for Alaska to catch up with other Arctic nations.


This should also include the efforts being conducted/planned by other Agencies.




Study’s Objectives: 
1) Establish clear understanding pertaining to 

development prospects in OCS. 
2) Research data to evaluate specific alternative energy 

scenarios for the Alaska OCS Region. 
3) Linkage with the Magplan study report. 
 

Alternative Energy Capacity Inventory in 
Coastal Alaska 

Tentative Ranking:  11   Alaska OCS Region 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Study’s Objectives:
Establish understanding of near term options, processes, economic feasibility, and potential management stategies that pertain to the development prospects in the OCS.
Research Technical and socioeconomic data to evaluate prospects and social impacts of specfic alternative energy scenarios for the Alaska OCS Region.

Clearly and succinctly state what the purpose of the study is and explain what questions will be answered by this study.  Try to avoid using terms such as: should. may, might, possible.

The use and listing of Null Hypotheses is strongly encouraged.



Methods:   
• Systematic review. 
• Literature review. 
• Document necessary minimum thresholds. 
• Document the range of social perspectives of anticipated 

benefits and impacts. 
• Produce a realistic development  
     scenario with a summary report. 

Alternative Energy Capacity Inventory in 
Coastal Alaska 

Tentative Ranking:  11   Alaska OCS Region 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Study’s Objectives:  End result, document lessons learned from the study.
Conduct systematic review of feasibility studies and scenarios for offshore alternative energy development
Conduct literature review on social implications of alternative energy development relevant to coastal Alaska.
Identify and consult key experts from industry to document details about minimum thresholds necessary to achieve economic feasibility.
Converse with relevant stakeholder representatives to explore and document range of social perspectives of anticipated benefits and impacts.
Produce and analyze realistic development scenarios with a summary report.



Clearly and succinctly state what the purpose of the study is and explain what questions will be answered by this study.  Try to avoid using terms such as: should. may, might, possible.

The use and listing of Null Hypotheses is strongly encouraged.



Addition Pertinent Information 
• Explore the feasibility of using wind as an alternative 

resource.  

Tentative Ranking:   11  

Alternative Energy Capacity 
Inventory in Coastal Alaska 

Alaska OCS Region 

Alternative Energy Capacity Inventory in 
Coastal Alaska 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In performing background research for this presentation I found that the Kalgin Island Bar runs south in the center of Cook Inlet and terminates just north of Ninilchik.  This bar is shallow and partially exposed at extreme low tide, and is in the OCS.  The concept of alternative energy is still such an outlier that using this area for wind mills has not even been mentioned. 
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